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The City of Pittsburg is the seat of the Pittsburg Micro-
politan Area, a regional center for retail sales, consumer 
services, business services, and education. Pittsburg 
State University (home of the Gorillas) is located in 
Pittsburg on a 630-acre campus and offers 150 academ-
ic programs for a student population of about 7,500. 
Kiplinger’s Personal Finance Magazine says, “Nothing 
matches the vibe of a college town. Universities throw 
off an energy that 
infuses their commu-
nities with culture, 
creativity and a love 
of learning.” Being 
a commercial center 
and a college town and 
having a major hospi-
tal imply the presence 
of amenities, culture, 
and services that 
skilled, educated, and 
professional people 
are attracted to, making Pittsburg a good location for 
regional headquarters and functional specialization. 
     It is no surprise that many major companies have 
headquarters in Pittsburg, including Jake’s Fireworks 
(annual sales of $20-$50 million, according to Dun & 
Bradstreet), Miller’s Professional Imaging ($20-$50 
million), and Watco Mechanical Services ($1-$2.5 mil-
lion). Furthermore, NPC International (which owns 
and manages over 1,263 Pizza Hut and 91 Wendy’s 
restaurants) has most of their functional specializa-
tions (accounting and IT) located in Pittsburg.
     Approximately 65.7 percent of the jobs in the City 
of Pittsburg are filled by people who do not live in 
the city. The largest share of commuters to the City 
of Pittsburg for work comes from the following cities: 
Frontenac, Girard, Arma, Wichita, Fort Scott, Joplin, 
Columbus, Parsons, and Overland Park. Just about 
80.9 percent of the jobs in the micropolitan area are 
filled by area residents, 10.7 percent by commuters 
from surrounding counties, and the remaining 8.4 
percent by commuters from other states. 
     Residents in the Pittsburg Micropolitan Area enjoy 
a relatively low cost of living, with the average cost of 
living only 91.1 percent of the national average, ac-
cording to the Center for Regional Economic Compet-
itiveness, and the cost of housing (which accounts for 
almost 46 percent of the average household’s expendi-
ture) only 76.9 percent of the national average. 
The micropolitan area was hit hard by the 2007-09 
recession, but the 
economy is improv-
ing relatively well. 
Approximately 14.7 
percent of local res-
idents work outside 
the micropolitan area. 
The number of people 
who are employed (in 
the micropolitan area 
or outside) is increas-
ing at a faster rate in 
the micropolitan area 
than both statewide and nationwide, labor force par-
ticipation is increasing, unemployment is declining, 
and welfare rolls are shrinking. 
2014 ECONOMIC SUMMARY
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OFFICE: Regional businesses need to be able to tap 
into services such as accounting, tax preparation, 
bookkeeping, payroll 
services, office administra-
tive services, management 
and technical consulting 
services, legal services, and 
medical services. As the 
regional business center 
for southeast Kansas, 
Pittsburg provides access 
to these office-based busi-
ness services.
     That access is vital for 
regional economic growth 
in southeast Kansas. It is 
no surprise then that the 
micropolitan area has a 
significant concentration 
of Professional Business 
Services Industry jobs.
     The local office market 
is in relatively good shape 
and showing a slight 
uptick, with office space 
rents increasing slight-
ly in 2014, according to 
Jones Heritage Realtors, 
with office space rentals 
starting at an average low 
of $2.50 per square foot 
(on gross basis), increas-
ing to an average high of $10 per sq. ft. and as high as 
$16 per sq. ft. for prime locations. Mid-size units in 
the 2,000 sq. ft. to 4,000 sq. ft. range have average rates 
of $5.50 per sq. ft. on the lower end and $13  per sq. ft. 
for higher-end facilities. The market for office space 
is tightening, and rates might be expected to increase 
further in the near future.
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RETAIL: As a regional commercial center for goods 
and services, the City of Pittsburg offers shopping and 
dining in 153 retail and 
dining establishments, 
including 46 eating and 
drinking establishments; 
11 apparel and accesso-
ry stores; and 12 home 
furniture, furnishing, and 
equipment stores. Overall, 
the retail industry em-
ploys almost 1,800 people.
     The outlook for the 
area retail space market is 
very good. The Hoffman 
Strategy Group/Jeff Green 
Partners study finds that 
approximately $62 mil-
lion could be captured 
in additional sales by the 
Pittsburg area retail and 
food service industries, 
supporting more than 
164,000 square feet of 
new retail and restaurant 
space.
     Retail space rentals 
(except for large retail 
space) start at an average 
low of $5.50 per sq. ft. (on 
net basis), increasing to 
an average high of $8.00 
per sq. ft., and as high as $14 per sq. ft. for prime loca-
tions. Large retail (10,000 square feet to 25,000 square 
feet) rent for $4.00 to $5.00 per sq. ft. per year on a net 
basis. Average size units (2,000 square feet to 4,000 
square feet) rent for $5.00 to $8.00 on a gross basis. 
Very small units are sometimes as high as $12.00 to 
$14.00 per square foot and higher for newer units in 
the small strip malls.
OFFICE AND RETAIL SPACE MARKET 
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COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL LAND VALUES
as on South Rouse or 4th Street off Broadway) currently 
run between $2 and $3.50 per square foot.
RESIDENTIAL: Approxi-
mately 61.4 percent of all 
occupied housing in the 
Pittsburg Micropolitan Area 
is owner-occupied, and 38.6 
percent is renter-occupied. 
A newly released housing 
report by Novogradac & 
Company finds that the 
overall vacancy rate for local 
multi-family housing is only 
4.5 percent in the Pittsburg 
area, which indicates a need 
for additional construction. 
Multi-family land prices 
start out at an average of $1 
per square foot in secondary 
locations and increase to an 
average of $2 per square foot. 
However, multi-family land 
prices can increase to $3 per 
square foot for prime loca-
tions close to Pittsburg State 
University.    
     Local residential land 
values are important because 
they are the major deter-
minant of differences in home prices between cities. 
Non-land housing costs are similar nationwide and 
differences in home prices between different locations 
are determined to a significant degree by differences 
in land values. Residential land values range currently 
from an average of $0.50 per square foot in the older 
neighborhoods to an average high of $1 in good loca-
tions but can go as high as $1.50 per sq. ft. in prime 
locations, according to Jones Heritage Realtors.
COMMERCIAL: Broadway, the main thoroughfare 
which goes through downtown Pittsburg, has the 
highest traffic count and the 
most expensive commercial 
land prices. Average land 
prices on Broadway range 
from $5-$11 per square foot, 
according to Jones Heritage 
Realtors. North Broadway 
continues to be the most ex-
pensive commercial land in 
Pittsburg, with average sales 
prices around $7 to $8 per 
square foot, and as high as 
$11 per square foot for prime 
locations.
     South Broadway still lags 
behind North Broadway, 
having more vacant land 
available with prices consid-
erably below North Broad-
way at about $5.00 to $6.00 
per square foot. However, 
the hospital expansion and 
the opening of the Bicknell 
Family Center for the Arts 
and the 154,000 square feet 
Robert W. Plaster Event 
Center at Pittsburg State 
University should stimulate 
activity in South Pittsburg and have positive impact 
on land prices on South Broadway.
     Furthermore, a 2014 study by the Hoffman Strat-
egy Group/Jeff Green Partners identified significant 
unmet need for local lodging space and recommended 
construction of a limited-service suite hotel, such as 
an 80-room Hampton Inn or a 60-room Summerfield. 
The most likely site would be on South Broadway, and 
that would stimulate land prices on South Broadway. 
































The labor force in the Pittsburg Micropolitan Area is 
relatively well-educated. Currently, the labor force in 
Pittsburg has increased at a faster rate in the area than 
both statewide and nationwide, suggesting that local 
residents are currently more optimistic about future 
employment conditions than are workers nationwide. 
     During the 2011-2014 period, the labor force 
increased 3.5 percent in the micropolitan area, de-
clined 0.2 percent statewide, and increased 2.4 percent 
nationwide. During the period, the nationwide labor 
force participation rate has declined to 62.9 percent 
from 64.1 percent as discouraged workers cease look-
ing for work and drop out of the labor force whereas 
local labor force participation has increased.
PROJECTIONS: The local labor force is expected to 
continue to increase at a healthy rate in the near fu-
ture. The labor force is projected to increase to 21,418 
locally in 2015 (up 1.1 percent from 2014), 1,510,541 
statewide (up 1.1 percent), and 159.1 million nation-
wide (up 1.2 percent). In the 2014-2018 period, the 
labor force is projected to increase 4.4 percent in the 










































































Source: BLS & Demographics Now US: number in the thousands * Estimates
Source: Demographics Now



























































































Approximately 14.7 percent of area residents are 
employed outside the micropolitan area. Employment 
(including jobs, self-employment, home-based busi-
nesses, farm employment, and domestic employment) 
is increasing at a robust rate in the Pittsburg Microp-
olitan Area. Local residents who are employed (in the 
micropolitan area or outside) increased 5.7 percent in 
the 2011-2014 period, 0.7 percent statewide, and 4.2 
percent nationwide. 
     About 13.4 percent of area residents work in of-
fice and administrative occupations, 10.7 percent in 
sales-related occupations, 10.1 percent in health care, 
8.5 percent in production, 7.5 percent in management, 
7.5 percent in food service, 6.2 percent in construction 
and extraction, and 3.1 percent in computer, engineer-
ing and science.
PROJECTIONS: Employment is projected to contin-
ue to increase at a healthy rate locally and to pick up 
nationwide. Employment is projected to increase to 
20,285 in the micropolitan area in 2015 (up 1.3 per-
cent), 1,428,614 statewide (up 1.4 percent), and 148.1 
million nationwide (up 1.6 percent).      
     During the 2014-2018 period, employment is pro-
jected to increase 5.2 percent in the micropolitan area, 
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UNEMPLOYMENT
When employment increases faster than the labor 
force, as it did in the Pittsburg Micropolitan Area, 
unemployment is bound to decline. This happened 
despite an increase in the local labor participation rate. 
Recent estimates show that the unemployment rate 
was 5.6 percent in the micropolitan area in 2014 (down 
from 7.4 percent in 2011), 5.6 percent statewide (down 
from 6.5 percent), and 7.2 percent nationwide (down 
from 8.9 percent). While improved state and national 
unemployment rates are due partly to the decline in 
labor force participation, Pittsburg’s reduced unem-
ployment represents a total increase in jobs.
PROJECTIONS: The unemployment rate is expected 
to continue to decline nationwide, and in 2015 it is 
projected to decline to 5.5 percent in the micropolitan 
area, 5.5 percent statewide, and 7.0 percent nation-
wide. By 2018, unemployment is projected to decline 
to 5.2 percent in the micropolitan area, 5.0 percent 
statewide, and 6.3 percent nationwide. Labor force 
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POPULATION GROWTH
Population in the Pittsburg Micropolitan Area in-
creased  0.3 percent in 2014 percent from 2013, 0.8 
percent statewide, and 1.0 percent nationwide. 
      During the 2011-2014 period, population increased 
0.8 percent in the micropolitan area, 2.4 percent state-
wide, and 3.0 nationwide. A recent US Census Bu-
reau report states that 7.6 percent of the micropolitan 
population moves between counties or states annually 
with people in the 18-24 age group being the most 
mobile by far.  
     The micropolitan area population is relatively 
well-educated with more than 59 percent of the local 
population having education beyond high school, 
compared to 57.8 percent nationwide.
PROJECTIONS: In 2015, population is projected to 
grow 0.3 percent in the micropolitan area, 0.8 percent 
statewide, and 1.0 percent nationwide. Population in 
the micropolitan area is projected to continue to grow 
relatively slowly in the near future, with a projected 
increase of 1.0 percent in the micropolitan area in 
2014-2018 period, compared to 3.3 percent statewide, 









































































Source: Woods and Poole































































































Source: BLS and Woods and Poole

























During the 2011-2014 period, the number of jobs 
increased 4.3 percent in the Pittsburg Micropolitan 
Area, 3.8 percent statewide, and 4.9 percent nation-
wide. Micropolitan area industries with the highest 
job growth during the period were the Professional 
and Business Services industry (up 31.3 percent), fol-
lowed by the Natural Resource and Mining Industry 
(up 21.5 percent), Financial Services (up 20.0 percent), 
and Construction (up 10.9 percent). Local job growth 
slowed somewhat at the end of that period, showing 
an increase of 0.7 percent from 2013 to 2014, com-
pared to 1.2 percent increase statewide and 1.3 percent 
nationally. There were an estimated 17,031 jobs in the 
micropolitan area in 2014, 1,353,620 jobs statewide, 
and 135,770,150 jobs nationwide.
PROJECTIONS: Two major local firms announced 
recently that they are expanding operations in the mi-
cropolitan area: Miller’s Professional Imaging (adding 
140 seasonal jobs) and GoConfigure (adding 35 jobs). 
Two firms have announced that they are opening 
locations in the area: Buffalo Wild Wings (50 full- and 
part-time jobs) and Rib Crib (estimates the possibility 
of 30 full and part-time jobs). The number of jobs is 
projected to increase to 17,525 (up 2.9 percent) in the 
micropolitan area by 2018, 1,421,228 statewide (up 5.0 
percent), and 142,386,520 nationwide (up 4.9 percent). 
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INDUSTRY MIX
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Composition of Jobs Added 2014-2018
Source: BLS and Woods and Poole











Source: Woods and Poole
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Government provided 25.3 percent of all the 17,031 jobs 
in the Pittsburg Micropolitan Area in 2014 and 27.6 
percent of all payroll, followed by the Trade, Transporta-
tion and Utilities industry, 18.1 percent and 17.1 percent; 
Education and Health Services, 14.6 percent and 16.8 
percent; Manufacturing, 14.1 percent and 16.8 percent; 
Leisure and Hospitality, 11.3 percent and 3.8 percent; 
Professional and Business Services, 6.7 percent and 8.2 
percent; Financial Activities, 3.2 percent and 3.9 percent; 
Construction, 2.5 percent and 2.6 percent; Information, 
1.8 percent and 2.7 percent; Natural Resources and Min-
ing, 0.5 percent and 0.7 percent; and Other Industries, 
1.8 percent and 1.3 percent.
PROJECTIONS: The Pittsburg Micropolitan Area has 
a 57 percent higher concentration of Manufacturing 
Industry jobs, and a 13 percent higher concentration 
of Leisure and Hospitality jobs than the nation. This 
is expected to continue. Approximately 494 jobs are 
projected to be added to the micropolitan economy in 
the 2014-2018 period. The industry projected to add 
the most jobs is Trade, Transportation and Utilities 
(contributing 28.1 percent of all job growth during the 
period), followed by Education and Health Services (28 
percent), and Leisure and Hospitality (18.1 percent). 











































































Source: Woods and Poole *Estimate Millions of dollars
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The Gross Domestic Product (the value of the annual 
output of goods and services) in the Pittsburg Microp-
olitan Area ranked as the 299th highest in 2013 out of 
the 536 micropolitan areas nationwide, and accounts 
for approximately one percent of the Gross Domestic 
Product in the state of Kansas. The micropolitan area’s 
2014 Gross Domestic Product is estimated to be more 
than $1.3 billion. This is an increase of 10.6 percent 
from 2011, slightly below the 12.0 percent growth 
statewide and the 12.3 percent growth nationwide. 
Crawford County, the county seat of the micropoli-
tan area, had higher growth than 81 percent of all the 
counties in Kansas during the period.
PROJECTIONS: The Gross Domestic Product is pro-
jected to increase 3.9 percent in the micropolitan area 
in 2015, which is a more robust growth than in 296 
micropolitan areas nationwide, but slightly less than 
both statewide and nationwide. The Gross Domestic 
Product in the micropolitan area is projected to in-
crease to more than $1.5 billion in 2018 (up 17.9 per-
cent from 2014), $181.3 billion statewide (up 20.1 per-
cent) and $20.2 trillion nationwide (up 20.3 percent).
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PER CAPITA INCOME
Per Capita Income







































































Source: Woods and Poole
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Per Capita Income Growth Projections
2014-2018
16.1%16.1% 15.7%





Per capita income (average income per person) in rela-
tion to cost of living gives an indication of purchasing 
power, an important economic indicator of the aver-
age standard of living in an area. The cost of living in 
the Pittsburg Micropolitan Area is only 91.1 percent 
of the national average, with the cost of groceries 
91.5 percent, and the cost of housing (which accounts 
for over 45 percent of total spending for the average 
household) 76.9 percent.
     The per capita income in the micropolitan area was 
$32,246 in 2014, up 9.2 percent from 2011. During 
the same period, the per capita income increased 8.0 
percent statewide and 8.1 percent nationwide.
PROJECTIONS: Growth in employment is projected 
to increase faster than population growth, pushing up 
per capita income. The per capita income in the 
Micropolitan area is expected to increase to $33,335 in 
2015, up 3.4 percent.   
     By 2018, the per capita income in the micropolitan 
area is expected to increase to $37,429, up 16.1 percent 
(which is a faster growth than is projected nationwide). 
The micropolitan area per capita income grew faster in 
the 2011-2014 period than nationwide and is projected 
to grow faster in the next four years than nationwide 
which indicates that the income gap is declining. This 



































































































Source: Woods and Poole *Estimate Millions of dollars
Source: Woods and Poole Millions of dollars
In 2014, total estimated retail sales in the 255 retail 
establishments (including eating and drinking places)  
in the Pittsburg Micropolitan Area increased to $484.0 
million, up three percent. The category that accounted 
for most sales was general merchandize stores with 
sales of $109.9 million (accounting for 22.7 percent of 
all sales in the micropolitan area), followed by gasoline 
stations, $61.1 million (12.6 percent of all sales); motor 
vehicles, etc., $60.4 million (12.5 percent); food and 
beverage stores, $55.3 million (11.4 percent); eating and 
drinking places, $53.8 million (11.1 percent); all other 
categories, 29.7 percent. 
PROJECTIONS: Total retail sales for 2015 are project-
ed to increase to $499.3 million in the micropolitan 
area (up 3.2 percent from 2014), $45.4 billion statewide 
(up 3.9 percent),and $5.3 trillion nationwide (up 4.1 
percent). By 2018, total retail sales are projected to 
increase to $554.7 million in the micropolitan area (up 
14.6 percent from 2014), to $51.5 billion statewide (up 
18.1 percent), and to $6.0 trillion nationwide (up 19.0 
percent).
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www.pitsco.com
“To lead educational change  
that positively affects learners.”
Proudly employing 200 team members!
Pitsco Education serves more than 3,000,000 students annually with innovative, hands-on 
curricula and products. Our STEM programs and products align with business and industry 
initiatives to expand problem-solving skills, enhance communication skills, support  
college and career pathways, and ultimately build a solid future workforce.
Pittsburg Micropolitan Area Business Summary
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Source: Kansas Labor Information System
Source: Demographics Now
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